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firsthand how with the right tools and 
accessibility, disabled Americans can 
live a life of independence, economic 
self-sufficiency, and pride. 

The Americans with Disabilities Act 
is a monumental piece of legislation, 
opening the doors of opportunity to the 
millions of Americans who have a dis-
ability, whether it be physical, learn-
ing, cognitive, or any other. 

Whether it is protection from dis-
crimination in the workplace, addi-
tional support in school, or added ac-
commodations in our public venues, 
the ADA provides the support to better 
empower those individuals living with 
disabilities. 

Madam Speaker, while we saw this 
landmark legislation signed into law 31 
years ago today, we must continue to 
advocate for the rights of Americans 
who are living with disabilities. The 
ADA is an incredible milestone for 
Americans living with disabilities, but 
there is still more work to be done. We 
can all continue to do more for those 
living with disabilities, from defying 
prejudice to empowering those with 
disabilities in everyday lives. 

f 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO 
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT 

(Mr. BABIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the Hyde amend-
ment. For more than 40 years, Hyde en-
joyed strong bipartisan support, with 
both Republicans and Democrats agree-
ing that Americans should never be 
forced to fund abortions with their 
hard-earned tax dollars. 

However, President Biden and my 
Democrat colleagues have now decided 
to abolish this crucial protection. By 
eliminating the Hyde amendment from 
their budget, they have disregarded the 
conscience rights of all Americans and 
blatantly attacked the lives of the un-
born. 

As the father of five children and the 
grandfather of 17, I know just how pre-
cious life is, and I will never stop fight-
ing to protect the Hyde amendment. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committees on En-
ergy and Commerce, Ways and Means, 
and the Judiciary be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 18, and I 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the 
Chair previously advised, that request 
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance. 

f 

CRISIS AT THE SOUTHERN 
BORDER 

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 
two weeks ago, I spent additional time 

at the U.S. border, which I think, by a 
mile, is the biggest crisis this country 
has. 

It has recently been brought to my 
attention that the Rio Grande Valley 
sector, where I was at, recently had 
20,000 people a week processed. They 
had never seen such a thing. 

What difference does this make? The 
more people come across, first of all, it 
probably means more illegal drugs 
crossing the border, which means more 
fentanyl, which is the reason why we 
have 90,000 deaths a year in this coun-
try. Since they’re processing more peo-
ple, it means less Border Patrol agents 
to guard the more rural areas of the 
border, which means more people com-
ing across. 

Finally, we are in a situation, we 
found out, down there, when they turn 
people over with COVID to the non-
governmental entities, those entities 
do not have secure facilities, and it 
means people are flowing into this 
country who we already know have 
COVID. 

Please, during this appropriations 
season, please add more money to our 
Border Patrol so we can get a handle 
on these ridiculously high numbers. 

f 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO 
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT 
(Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, for more than 40 
years, the Hyde amendment has pre-
vented taxpayers from funding abor-
tions through government programs. 
Historically, it has been included in an-
nual spending bills by both parties. But 
recently, Democrats voted to eliminate 
Hyde amendment protections. Even 
President Biden previously said: 
‘‘Those of us who are opposed to abor-
tion should not be compelled to pay for 
them,’’ but it would appear he and his 
Democrat colleagues have abandoned 
this critical position. 

With nearly 60 percent of Americans 
agreeing that taxpayer dollars should 
not be used to fund abortion, we must 
stand for life. Accordingly, I support 
H.R. 18, the No Taxpayer Funding for 
Abortion Act. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committees on En-
ergy and Commerce, Ways and Means, 
and the Judiciary be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 18, and I 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the 
Chair previously advised, that request 
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance. 

f 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO 
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT 
(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H.R. 18, the 
No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion and 
Abortion Insurance Full Disclosure Act 
of 2021. 

Earlier this month, President Biden 
released his budget, which does not in-
clude the Hyde amendment, an amend-
ment that prohibits Federal taxpayer 
dollars from funding abortions through 
Medicaid. Hyde has been included in 
every appropriations package since 1976 
and is a longstanding, bipartisan com-
mon ground bill between Republicans 
and Democrats to protect the con-
science of taxpayers. 

President Biden has consistently ex-
pressed support for the Hyde amend-
ment throughout his career, and I am 
disappointed that his recent shift sig-
nals to the American people that he 
will cave to the political pressures of 
his left wing and force our tax dollars 
to pay for the eugenics of our Nation’s 
poorest individuals who are on Med-
icaid. We cannot stand for this and 
must codify Hyde’s restrictions on tax-
payer-funded abortions. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committees on En-
ergy and Commerce, Ways and Means, 
and the Judiciary be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 18, and I 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the 
Chair has previously advised, that re-
quest cannot be entertained absent ap-
propriate clearance. 

f 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO 
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT 

(Mr. MANN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MANN. Madam Speaker, I stand 
today to voice my support for H.R. 18, 
the No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion 
Act, which would protect the American 
people from a gross misuse of taxpayer 
dollars. 

I cosponsored H.R. 18 during my first 
few days in Congress, because I, along 
with the majority of American voters, 
believe that no person should be re-
quired to pay for abortions or abortion 
services. President Biden himself 
pledged never to force taxpayers to pay 
for abortions, and yet he has broken 
that promise by failing to include the 
Hyde amendment in his new budget 
proposal. 

Devaluing the life of unborn children 
has desensitized America. We should 
never use taxpayer dollars to fund 
abortion services. Instead, we should 
focus on lifesaving resources that focus 
on both the mother and the child. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committees on En-
ergy and Commerce, Ways and Means, 
and the Judiciary be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 18, and I 
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